
present laws governing the building of tenements ex-
ist, so long will special hospitals continue to be daily
recipients of cases created anew. While the establish-
ment of sanatoria will be of great service, the most
important factor in solving the tuberculosis problem
will be the proper housing of the poor. Will.id-
em tenement, houses, under adequate management,
the danger from tuberculosis, as from other infectious
diseases, would be reduced to a minimum.
At the last conference .Jacob Riis, author of " How

the Other Half Lives," was the principal speaker.
In the course of his remarks he said: "We are not
struggling with a problem peculiar to New York.
The battle is an old one, and exists in every country.
Human greed is still potent, for harm, and the tene-
ment house evil is a greater menace to a republic than
to a monarchy. 1 thank God that we arc at last talk-
ing about souls in tenement houses, and nof about su
many soulless creatures that only exist to pa)' rent.
In 1857 the people first awoke to the fact that poorly
ventilated tenements and bad plumbing caused disease.
The committee sent down by the Legislature to make
¡in investigation found that the infant mortality was

something frightful to think of, and it, reported that
the condition of the tenements was chiefly responsible
for the trouble, and that poverty should not be com-
pelled to commit suicide by living in houses put, up byconscienceless builders. Ten years later another leg-
islative committee found that of 18,082 tenements in
New York, 52 per cent, were dangerous tu the lives
of the persons residing in them and detrimental to the
health of the entire city. Moreover, in 32 per cent.
of this number the trouble arose purely from over-

crowding and neglect, of ordinary sanitary precautions
by the landlord. Both of these committees laid down
lines to 'overcome the evil. One of the suggestions
was that tenements should be licensed to hold a certain
number of persons and that the landlord should be held
rigidly accountable for ¡my excess of that number.
There are now some 40,000 tenements, and if each of
them had to pay ¡i license fee of l>2.00 a year, the sum
realized would be sufficient to pay the entire expense
of maintaining the sanitary police, which does nothing
else but see that landlords obey the law. If is interest-
ing that, whereas the committees came down to lind
out what was the matter with the people, they reported
that the trouble was entirely with the tenements. The
people were better than their houses. Our light is for
the American home. Without homes there is no family,
no manhood, no patriotism. The way out of tint diffi-
culty is to arouse the public conscience and keep il
aroused. The builder should be compelled to realize
that he is his brother's keeper. He would not be al-
lowed to murder his brother with ¡i knife—he should
not be permitted to murder him by cutting off his air
and sunlight."

DETKRMINATION OF SEX AT WILL.
This ever interesting question has a new expositor

in Dr. .1. Griffith Davis, who writes in the current
number of the New York Medical Journal, her theories
and deductions. Her idea is based on observation
and to a certain extent on experiment among the
lower animals, which have left her with certain per-
fectly definite convictions. The whole mai ter, to her
mind, rests upon the exact time, in relation to men-
struation, that impregnation takes place, or as she

much more euphemistically puts it, upon the dale at
which a "guest is invited." Guests invited from three,
days before to about eight, days alter the menstrual
period are likely lo be girls, whereas those invited
from the tenth to the fifteenth days are almost sure to
be boys.
The ninth day is a doubl ful time, in which two

guests may arrive
—

twins
—

or, if but one, thai one
may be of either sex, but usually having characteris-
tic attributes of the oilier sex. The success of this
plan in practice evidently demands a painstaking over-
sight of the sexual life of (lie parents, and much dis-
criminating self-denial in offering hospitality to guests,
interesting as the facts may be, we see sonic slight,
difficulty in pulling the plan into active operation
among members of the human family.

Obituary.
W. H. H. HASTINGS, M.D.

Du. W. IL IL Hastings died suddenly in Boston, after
a brief illness, February 16th. He was about sixty years
of ¡ifre, and graduated from the Harvard Medical School in
the class of 1868. He was successful as a practitioner of
medicine, had a good practice and his patients were much
attached to him. It was, however, as Superintendent of
the Boston Dispensary that he was best known. His life
work was in connection with this old and most useful in-
stitution. He served as superintendent for twenty-four
years, and his official relations to the Dispensary covered
at least a quarter of its existence. Its present commodi-
ous home was erected under his supervision, and its de-
partment« and stuff of medical attendants have been con-

stantly and judiciously Increased during his tenure of office.To-day the medical staff of the Boston Dispensary consists
of not less than seventy members. Although appoint-
ments rested with the Board of Managers, the, selection ofcandidates was largely in the bands of the superintendent,
¡uni tliîs responsibility was almost invariably discharged byDr. Hastings with excellent judgment and discretion. In
the advice which he was called upon to give, and the gen-
eral administration of his ofliee, the balance was kept
adjusted between the zealous enthusiasm of young profes-sional men rinil the wholesome conservatism of a manag-ing board, so that the sick poor profiled by the best to be
had both from the medical and business men of this com-

munity.
Dr. Hastings combined firmness with sweetness of char-

acter in just, proportions. The work which he did in Bos-
ton will heno better done, whoever his successor may be.

Correspondence.
STREET PAVING IN BOSTON.

Boston, February 25, 1900.
Mu. Editor:—Ata meeting of the Medical Improve-

ment Society, on February 19th, the evils of dusty streets
were described, and the remedy proposed of asphalting
lhe entire Back Bay district. A number of papers were
read upon the, irritating and inflammatory effects of dust,
and an account given of it» possibilities as a conveyor of
infection.
It would have been interesting in this connection to

have had some information as to whether during the past
winter any marked increase of disease had been noticed
among the classes most exposed lo dust, such as the haclc-
men, postmen and outdoor laborers of the Back Bay-
After the medical papers a gentleman who is, I believe, a
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